Plattsburgh, 21st of March, 2014.

Good morning, School Board Members.

As presented last night at our Plattsburgh School Board Meeting, the Plattsburgh parents would like to propose to our Plattsburgh School Board to write a resolution (or a few) that reminds SED of some obligations and to express our dissatisfaction-disappointment with a few issues:

1_ Reject the latest Senate bill. Here you have a picture of the NYSUT summary of the bill.

[image: image1.png]This Friday, at several locations around the state, NYSUT activists are going to bring
home the message that the budget proposals being negotiated in Albany are
unacceptable. In upstate NY, we once again need to let Senator Little, know that
she needs to do better for public education.

As we enter the crucial final two weeks of the state’s budget process the worst possible
proposal is the Senate resolution. It includes four completely unacceptable positions
that short change public schools, fund and empower charter and private schools at the
expense of public schools, and exacerbate the negative effects of the tax cap.

The Senate resolution would:

Make the tax cap worse! It would require a district to stay below the 1.46
percent tax cap. The Senate would also make permanent the existing tax cap
law that would otherwise sunset in 2016.

Allow back-door vouchers to private schools which would further take funding
from public schools.

Provide $161 million less in funding for K-12 school aid then the Assembly.
Not address any of our testing, APPR and common core issues

The Senate actually adds as more money for tuition tax credits, charter schools, and for
non-public schools than they do for K-12 public school aid.

In higher education, the Senate includes the governor's language that could lead to the
privatization of SUNY Downstate Medical Center and other public hospitals.

Sorry this is short notice, but that's the way the state budget process works. If you are
angry and you want to do something to make a difference now is the time, not a week
from now, not next month.

Please do what you can to bring some members to the Senator Little’s office this
Friday, March 21, between 5:00-6:00PM. Join with colleagues, parents and other
allies in the education community to deliver the message that we are angry and we will
not accept this vote from Senator Little.

We can be powerful if we have a very large number of people standing outside her
office together. Another protest is scheduled for the same date at her Glens Falls office

Thank you
NYSUT Senate District 45 PAC

Please email Michele Bushey if you have questions. mbushey@charter.net




2_ Reclaiming the GEA money. The main responsibility from the government is to educate its citizens, if we want to continue to have a healthy democracy. We need the funds that belong to education.

3_ Strongly opposing any kind of data sharing from our children and restoring the parents ability (right) to decide what they want to share or not. On this link you will find a Powerpoint (and her presentation at the Plattsburgh forum on March 13th, 2014) presented by Leonie Haimson, Executive Director of Classsizematters.org.
http://ncape.weebly.com/public-forum-on-testing-and-common-core.html

4_ Demanding a reduction on the number of tests that are imposed on our teachers and kids so that we reduce the stress that comes with them and recover the time for “true and efficient” teaching and learning that should characterize any school. Teaching to the test is a disgraceful and unproductive venture. Our teachers and children deserve much better. Below is an example of this kind of resolution from the Saranac Lake District.
· SARANAC LAKE BOE RESOLUTION ON TESTING.

April 10, 2013
WHEREAS, our nation's and New York State’s future well-being relies on a high-quality public education system that prepares all students for college, careers, citizenship and lifelong learning, and strengthens the nation's social and economic well-being; and

WHEREAS, our nation's school systems have been spending growing amounts of time, money and energy on high-stakes standardized testing; and

WHEREAS, the over-emphasis on standardized testing has caused considerable collateral damage in too many schools, including narrowing the curriculum, teaching to the test, reducing love of learning, and undermining school climate; and

WHEREAS, despite the fact that research recommends the use of multiple measures to gauge student performance and teacher effectiveness, the state’s growing reliance on standardized testing is adversely affecting students across all spectrums, the morale of our educators and further draining already scarce resources; and 

WHEREAS, it is time for Governor Cuomo, the New York State Board of Regents, Commissioner of Education John King and other policymakers to recalibrate the number, duration and appropriate use of standardized tests so that we can refocus our efforts on student learning; now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, that the Saranac Lake Central School Board calls upon Governor Cuomo, the New York State Board of Regents, Commissioner of Education John King, and other policymakers to reduce the use of and over-reliance on standardized testing; and, be it further 

RESOLVED, that the Saranac Lake Central School Board calls on the U.S. Congress and Administration to overhaul the Elementary and Secondary Education Act, currently known as the "No Child Left Behind Act," reduce the testing mandates and promote multiple forms of evidence of student learning and school quality in accountability.

· Another interesting article for your information.
DID NYSED BREAK THE LAW?

http://nodatany.wordpress.com/2014/03/19/nysed-breaks-the-law-and-admits-it/

